[POLESTAR(2XETHR) English Communication 1)
Lesson5 Part1
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Has anyone / ever / said to you / "That’s impossible”?

One company manager / is hoping / [that people / will stop using / this expression]. /

A small company (in Akabira), / a town in Hokkaido, / is attracting / international attention. /
The company / was started / in 1962, /

and / its main work / was / to make magnets (for use / in recycling). /

In 2006, however, / it began to work / on space development, too. /

It was / (just about) the only company (in the world) /

(to be involved in / both types / of work / at the same time). /

You (probably) wonder / [whether / such a small company / can really do / effective work (in space
development 1. /

However, / it has already achieved / real success (in the field). /

For example, / in 2005, / it built / a special facility (for experiments / in conditions / of zero gravity).
/

It is one / of only three places (on earth) / [where / experiments / like that / can be conducted]. /
Even NASA officials / have visited / the company / (to carry out / work / there). /

In 2007, / the company / managed to send / a 5-meter rocket (high into the sky).

It was / to be one / of their greatest successes. /

(Traveling faster / than the speed / of sound), /

the rocket / reached / a height of 3,500 meters (in just 25 seconds). /

It is now used / (for experiments / at research institutes / such as JAXA). /

How can / all this / be done / (by a company / in a small town / in Hokkaido)? /

It is / because of / the unique ideas / (of the company’s manager, / Uematsu Tsutomu). /

Those ideas are / the result / (of his experiences / as a child). /
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